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The Conititotional Convention Law.

The last Kansas Legislature passed a
law for the election of delegates to a
Constitutional Convention. A copy of

that Act as it passed, and as we under-

stood it to have been signed by the
Governor, was published in the IIebald
of F&eedou of Feb. 12th, yet the 'con-

reniion law as signed by tbe presiding
officers of both Houses, and approved by
the Governor, and authenticated in the
printed statutes, differs materially, in the
apportionment of delegates, from the Act
passed, and never receive! the sanction
of either branch of tbe Legislature. Does
this serious defect vitiate the legality of
that law ? ' To place the matter in as

clear a light as possible, the following
summary of the various steps through
which the convention bill passed before
it became an Act, is condensed from the
Journals of the House and Council.

This bill originated in the Council,
hence it is unnecessary to follow the
House Bill through its various stages,
from its introduction on the 22d of Jan
uary, to the vote on the 31st by which it
was "laid aside," and the Council Bill
No. 80, taken up.

January 21st, 1859, Mr. Holliday, from
Committee on Federal Relations, reported
and recommended for passage, Council
Bill No. 80, An Act providing for the
formation of a Constitution and State
Government for the State of Kansas.

Read a first and second time and re-

ferred to a Select Committee Council
Journal, page 121.

Jan. 25, the bill was considered
in Committee of the Whole, and its
passage recommended. It was again
considered in Committee of the Whole
in the afternoon of the same (fay,
and passed. Jan. 26, reported to the
House. Jan. 31, "Mr. Roborts, of Leaven-

worth, moved that Uouso Bill No. 141
, be laid aside, anil that Council Bill No.

80 be taken up." Carried.
Mr. Roberts then "moved that the

House agree to the Council Bill with the
following amendment :

"Strike out all after the words 'to wit,'
In the 4th section and second line, and
insert the following :

"The county of Wyandott shall consti-
tute tbe first district, and shall elect three
delegates ; the county of Leavenworth
shall constitute the second district, and
shall elect seven delegates ; the county of
Atchison shall constitute the third dis-

trict, and shall elect three delegates ; the
county of Douiphan shall constitute the
fourth district, and shall elect four dele-
gates ; the county of Brown shall consti-
tute the fifth district, and shall elect one
delegate ; tbe county of Nemaha shall
constitute the sixth district, and shall
elect one delegate; tbe counties of Mar-
shall, Washington and Arrapahoe shall
compose the sevonth district, aud shall
elect one delegate ; tbe county of Jeffer-
son shall constitute the eighth district,
and shall elect two delegates ; the county
of Calhoun shall constitute the ninth
district, and shall elect oce delegate ;

the county of Riley shall constitute the
tenth district, and shall elect one dele-
gate ; the county of Pottawatamie shall
constitute the eleventh district, and shall
elect one delegate; the county of John-
son shall constitute the twelfth district,
and shall elect two delegates ; the coun-
ty of Douglas shall constitute the thir-
teenth district, and BhalT elect six dele-
gates ; the counties of Shawnee and
Weller shall compose the fourteenth
district, and shall elect three delegates ;
the counties of Richardson, Davis, Dick-
inson and Clay shall composa the fif-

teenth district, aud shall elect one dele-
gate ; the county of Lykins shall consti-
tute the sixteenth district, and shall elect
two delegates; tho county of Frauklin
shall constitute the seventeenth district,
and shall ciect one delegate ; the counties
of Rreckenridge and Madison shall com-
pose the eighteenth district, and shall
elect two delegates ; the counties of Wise
and Butler shall compose the nineteenth
district, and shall elect one delegate ; the
county of Linn shall constitute the twen-
tieth district, and shall elect two dele-
gates ; the county of Anderson shall con-
stitute the twenty-firs- t district, and shall
elect one delegato ; the counties of Cof-
fey and Woodson shall compose the
twenty-secon- d district, and shall elect
two delegates ; the counties of Hunter,
Greenwood, Godfrey and Wilson shall
comDOse the twenty-thir- d district and
shall elect one delegate ; the counties of
Bourbon, McGee and Dorn shall compose
the twenty-fourt- h district, and shall elect
two delegates ; the county of Allen shall
constitute tbe twenty-fift- h district, end
shall elect one delegate.

"Also, fill the blauk in Section 5, line
. . .1 - 1 : v., ov inserting Atcmson.'

"Carried ; and the bill as amended, was
passed." u. j., pages 211, Z12.

The bill u amended was returned to
the Council, Feb. 1st, when the following
action was taken :

"Moved by Mr. Root, that the Conncil
conenrwith the House, with the exception
oi me piace oi nomine tne convention

"Mr. Nash moved that one delegate be
UKeu irora wyandott ana given to John

.'on."
These motions were laid upon the ta

ble.
r tr ... , , . -jur. noinaay moved to amend bv

substitute for all after tbe words "section
18," which, motion failed.

"Moved, bv Mr. Learnard that tbe Coun-
cil concur in so machos refer to the
apportionment, but not to the place of
noldinj? the Convention.
"Mr. Challis moved to amend, that the

' Council do concur in all the amendments
- made in the House," which was not

agreed to. , '

Dr. Root moved an amendment to Mr.
Leamarda motion, "bv takimr
ber from Wyandott and girt the tame to

Donglas county," when Mr. Learnard
offered the following as a substitute :

"That the Council concur in tbe amend-

ments
that

of the House, relating to the ap
portionment, excelling so much as re
lates to Douglas county, and amend tne
amendment of tbe House, giving three
delegates to Wyandott county, by giving
said county two delegates," C. J-- page The
196. 201.

Feb. 2. "On motion of Mr. Nash, the
Council refused to concur with tbe House

its amendment to Council Bill No. 80,
with reference to the place of holding the
Convention." C. J., page 214.

The same afternoon, the Sec. of the
Council, informed the House of the action

the Council, when Mr. Wright moved tne
concur in all tho Council amendments

except that relating to the place of hold
ing the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Vaile, Mr. Wright's no
motion was amended so as to concur in
all the Council amendments. The
amended motion carried yeas 25, nays 8.

H. J., page 236.

The Bill was then reported back to
the Council. C. J. page, 222.

Feb. 3. On motion or Mr. Holliday a
concurrent resolution was passed, direct
ing "that the enrolling clerk of the Coun

cil shall be, anl is hereby required to
correct said error, by inserting in said
seventh section of said Act, the 'first
Tuesday of December, A. D. 1859,' as

the day for the election of officers un
der said Constitution." C. J., page 224.

The resolution was reported to the
House for its concurrence in the afternoon
of the same day, and concurred in. LL J.,
page 251. The Council, the same day,
passed a resolution directing the enrolling
clerk to return to that body, Council Bill
No. 80, in reference to the Convention.

Nothing further appears in reference to

it till Feb. 11th, when the Governor's
Message announced hi approval of the
Bill.

The Bill as published in the Statutes,
gives Doniphan five instead of four dele-

gates; Jefferson one instead of two; Leaven-

worth ten instead of seven; Wyandott none

instead of tioo. It also created tbe seven-

teenth district, composed of Weller,
Breckenridge and Wise counties, and the
twenty-firs- t "district, composed of Madi-

son, Butler, Hunter,Greenwood, Godfrey
and Wilson counties, instead of creating
the counties of Weller, Breckenridge and
Madison the eighteenth district; the coun.
ties of Wise and Butler the nineteenth dis
trict, and the counties of Hunter, Green

wood, Godfrey and Wilson the twenty.
third district.

The Convention law as published in
the Statutes, is a literal copy of the orig-

inal House Bill introduced by Mr. Rob-

erts, and is in every essential particular,
(he original Council Bill, with only verbal
corrections. Yet it is authenticated bv
IIcgh S. Walsh, Esq., Secretary of
State, as a true copy of the enrolled law
on file in his office.

The Convention law which we pub--

hed in the Herald op Fbbbdom of
Feb. 12th, was put in type from an exact
copy of the Bill which passed both
Houses, the clerk loaning us the Bill for
the purposo of copying it. It was on the
outside pages, which must have gone to
press on the 8th of Fbbruary. The Gov
ernor, in the interim, had assured us that
he would approve the Bill on the 9th
iost., and we published that as the date
of his approval.

1 he original Bill of tbe Council must
have been enrolled by the carelessness of
the clerks, and presented to the officers
of the Council and House for their si?'
natures, and by the enrolling committee
and by the Governor for his approval.

To sum up the matter, tho Legislature
passed an Act which was never signed by
the Governor. The presiding officers of
the Legislature and the Governor signed
a Bill which never passed the House at
all.

The conclusion to which we arrive
incontrovertible that the Bill signed by the

Governor, was either that laid aside by
the House on the afternoon of January
31st, (see page 211 of House Journal,)
which was never afterwards taken up by
that body or acted upon in the Council,
or else it was the Council Bill in the form
in which it passed that body, but which
was amended at the same time, Jan. 31st,
the House bill was tabled, and was acci
dentally enrolled without the House and
subsequent Council amendments and sent
to the Governor for approval. Yet evi
dently it is not the law which the
Legislature intended to pass, and if tbe
two laws had been presented to him he
would have signed that giving the seals
to the Wyandott members, in accordance
with the manifest intention of the Legis-- i
tature.

Thank Heaven.
Soon after the close of the American

Revolution, and the treaty of peace with
Great Britain had been signed, George
Third issued a Proclamation ordering a
day of prayer and thanksgiving. A court
ier approached him, and inquired what
the people should thank heaven for? "Is
it," said he, "because we have lost the
thirteen American colonies, and the
brightest jewel in the British crown 1"

"No !" replied the king.
"Is it because our ablest Generals have

been defeated and disgraced by coming
a contact with raw and inexperienced

militia?"
"No !'

"Is it because of our bankrupt ex
chequer, and the heavy national debt
which a seven years' war has entailed on
as r

"No."
"If it please your Majesty, let me again

inquire why a national thanksgiving has
been ordered at this time ?"

Looking his querist fall in the eye, th
kins, in a subdued voice, replied: "Thank
God for the small favors he has vouch
safed as, and particularly that he has left
to the British crown what little remains

tons."
If the Republicans in Kansas were to

thank heaven for anything in regard to
the late election, like his Majesty George
Third, we take it they would thank God
that they had been saved from utter

'
- v

03" The Troy Democrat i defunct.

Territorial BoTarebr.
We attempted, two weeks ago, to show

if the people of a Territory are pro-

hibited, by the United States Constitution,
from prohibiting slavery by legislative en-

actment,
the

they are equally prohibited from any
abolishing it by constitutional provision.

editor of the Lecompton Democrat
replies by saying :

"We answer the above question by
citing the fact that during our Territorial
existence, we are wholly governed in our

tilllegislation by tbe act organizing tne ler-ritor- y

; that act admits the constitutional
right of the people to prohibit or institute
slnvery, but does not and cannot clothe

representative 01 tne people wun any
such lower ; hence, when the people, in
their sovereign capacity, ratify a Constitu-
tion for a State government, and are ad-

mitted into the Union as a State, we are
longer governed by the Constitution of

tbe linited States or the Organic Act,
touching our domestic affairs, but by our
State Constitution, which may either pro
hibit or institute slavery."

The representatives of the people, he
admits, may frame a proviso against sla

very, but it can have no force till it bas

been ratified at the polls by the people.

Why has not the legislature the same
right as a Constitutional Convention, to

frame a statute against slavery, and sub
mit it to the people for ratification ? At all
times the Constitution of the United
State is the "supreme law of the land."
The Organic Act concedes them as much
power in the one case as in the other. It
provides, " That the legislative power of
the Territory shall extend to all rightful
subjects of legislation, consistent with the
Constitution of the United States and the
provisions of this act." The prohibition
of slavery is not a "rightful subject of leg
islation," if the legislative power does not
extend to it. Moreover, the Organic Act
declares, that its true intent is to leave the
people of any Territory or State "perfect--

free to form and regulate their domes
tic institutions in their own way, subject
only to the Constitution of the United
States." If it is not unconstitutional to
abolish slavery, the people may so enact,
according to the tenor of the Organic Act.
But the idea that the people can prohibit
slavery only by a direct vote, and not then
till tbey come to adopt a State Constitu
tion, is absurd. The sovereignty of the
peoplo over slavery, taking as true that
Congress has no power over the question,
is as perfect before tbe formation of
State Constitution as after. .

ine Aansas-.Nebrask- a act mattes no
specification as to the time when tbe peo-

pie of a Territory may decide on the ques
tion of slavery. The clause, that "when
admitted as a State or States, the said
Territory or any portion of the same, shall
be received into the Union with or with
out slavery, as their constitution may
prescribe at tbe time of their admission,"
is a simple guaranty that Congress shall
not make the slavery question a bar to
admission, as the old Free-Soiler- s would
have done. It confers no power on the
people, and does not prescribe wlien the
people shall prohibit or establish slavery.
This clause is simply a declaration of non
intervention on the part of Congress.

In another article, explanatory of the
Kansas-Nebrask- a Act, the editor states
that: "In the Senate of the United States,
on the 23d of February, 1859, the mem
ben heard that the Kansas Legislature
bad usurped the sovereign power of the
people, and violated the Kansas-Nebras-

Act by abolishing slavery;" but he
adds, "that the Legislatures of both Kan
sas and Nebraska refused to usurp the
power of the sovereign people." Will the
editor point out the clause of the Kansas- -

Nebraska Act which the Legislature came
so near violating s it is "usurpation" in
the representatives of the people to abol-

ish slavery, but does not seem to be so
regarded when their legislation is for slav
ery. The first Kansas Legislature could
establish a slave code, yet cot a single
Democratic editor charged that it had
been done by usurping the power which
the people could exercise only in the rat
ification of a State Constitutiou.

We do not deny the right of tho people

of a Territory to prohibit slavery, for we

believe that they can as constitutionally
do this at any time before the formation
of a State Constitution, as then. Thcv
can do this, because the Constitutiou of,
the United States does not place slave
property on the same basis as other prop- - j

erty. It creates slavery nowhere, and
does not make tbe institution legal wber-ev- er

it goes. But, if we were to start from
the Democratic stand-poin- t, that slave
property stands on the same basis with other

property, we should not hesitate to avow
tbe positiou, that the people of a Territo-

ry have at no time any greater right to
prevent the owning of slaves within its
limits, than they have to prevent the
owning of land in short, that the aboli
tion or prohibition of slavery is not a
"rightful subject of legislation." This is
just what the South affirm, and just what
the Lecompton Constitution affirmed in
the following word : "The right of prop
erty is before and higher than any con
stitutional sanction, and the right of tbe
owner of a slave to such slave and its in-

crease is the same, and as inviolable as
the right of the owner to any property
whatever."

We battled the Lecompton Constitu-

tion because it not only was not the work

of the people of Kansas, and had not re
ceived their indorsement, but also be
cause it contained this provision affirm

ing the inviolability of slave property.
While the South supposed it possible to
make a slave State of Kansas, by the op
eration of popular sovereignty, which was
attempted by the passage of a Territorial
slave code, they defended the right of
the people of a Territory to legislate for
or against slavery. Bat when th Free
State party was likely to gain the ascen-

dency, they abandoned it, and in the Dred
Scott decision, and the' provision of the
Lecompton Constitution, enunciated the
contrary doctrine, that slave property is
as inviolable a other property.

Buchanan, in one of his messages, re
marked : "The friend and supporters of
the Kansas and Nebraska Act, when strug-

gling on a recent occasion to sustain it
wise provisions before the great tribunal
of the American people, never differed
about it. true meaning oa t&is subject

Everywhere throughout tbe Union they
pnblicly pledged their, faith and their
honor that they would cheerfully submit

the question of slavery to the decision of
lona-jid- e people of Kansas, wiOiout

restriction or qualification whatever."

Now, many take the bold stand that his

slavery must be protected in the Territo

ries, by the passage of a Congressional

slave code. Others are not willing to al-

low

ed

the people to pass upon the question,

they have sufficient population to en

title them to come in as a State. The
sovereignty of tbe people i whittled
down to an infinitesimal stand-poin- t, be

while the sovereignty of the slaveholder

over his slave property is inviolable. The a

latter may bring bis slaves into the Ter-

ritory
of

as soon as it is organized, and prac

tically institute it here, ana secure the
passage of a slave code for their protec
tion ; but the people must wait till they

have a population of 93,000 before they
can abolish it ! Such popular sovereignty
may be Democratic, and national, but it
will not be indorsed by the people of
Kansas.

The Day of Proclamation.
The world has lately been prolific in

proclamations. We have had proclama

tions from France, Austria, Sardinia, and

.n address from Kossuth. All these have
been uttered in defence of the rights of
the people, and most reverently appealed

to the God of Battles. Coincident with

these addresses, another has appeared in

this hemisphere, from the pen of William

A. Phillips, dedicated to the Republicans

of Kansas, adorned by Scriptural quota

tions, in tone as despairing as a religious

martyr most devoutly calling on the Re- -

Dublicans not to lower the standard of
their principles for success in the border

counties, or anywhere else.
Louis Napoleon, Francis Joseph and

Victor Emanuel issued their addresses

prior to the conflict. Phillips issues his

after the struggle. They wrote a letter
to the world, and prepared to give their
enemies the bayonet and the cannon ball.

He drops his ballot into the box, and gives

his friends a sermon calculated to weak-

en their councils and give aid and comfort

to the enemy.
For two years or more he has been

complaining that the Free State party is

too large, and with Conway, Thacher,

Vaughan, Plumb, and others, has been

laboring to diminish its numbers and re-

move from it those who especially stood

in tbe way of their ambition. They have

effectually succeeded in weakening the
party, and now tvhiue at the result. For
two years they have labored to introduce
tests into the party that would drive from

it every person unwilling to worship at
the shrine of Greeley, or confide in the
eccentricities of Garrison.

Having now nearly destroyed the par-

ty as all men of common discernment
predicted they would they undertake

to volunteer advice for the future ! Ver-

ily, advice from such a quarter must be
truly valuable 1 As in their mission to

destroy the influence of those in the party
whom they could not control, they hesi-

tated at no falsehood, libel or perversion,
so now, when they wish to recover a ma-

jority lost by their folly and crime, they
as falsely prate about their devotion to
principle as if they had any beyond the
accomplishment of the objects of their
ambition.

Our sage adviser says all claims, real or
bogus, must be repudiated. Of course this
must be expected from him. Supported

in our Territory as a correspondent under
a large salary, during our struggles, reap-

ing therefrom a rich harvest of items, from

which he in turn reapod a richer harvest

of gold, it would be unjust to call upon

him, or his glorifiers, who have been

making pecuniary capital upou our mis

eries, to contribute a few dimes to allevi-

ate the poverty of those who were robbed

of their all in the struggle for freedom

here. Of course, others of bis genius, who

were, during our struggle, safely ensconced

in the States, or like Conway, laboring

under a salary far away from "the smoke

of the enemies' camp," should be permit

ted to libel the sufferers, claim the credit

of the victory, and reap its rich rewards.

Tbey do not want Sam. Walker, J, A.

Wakefield, Rev. Mr. Lewis, E. Heath, aud

host of others, to receive auy rcmunera- -

although their sufferings,

sacrifices and losses secured freedom to

Kansas, and prepared the way for those

who now libel them to pursue their am

bitious projects and seek their fortunes in

saXety and with ease.

Th Registry Law.

The Lecompton Democrat makes the
following comments on that statute t

"The following will show the true
character and objects of the law :

'"Section 14. Mo person shall be enti
tled to vote who bas not been duly regis
tered, according to the provisions of this
charter.

"As no such power is conferred on the
Legislature by the Constitution of the
United States, nor by the Organic Act ,
the law is clearly unconstitutional and
will doubtless be so decided should any
case arise to test the. question, but we
advise every person to comply with tbe
law."

We think the Democrat will find it
difficult to draw a distinction between the
constitutional power of States and Ter
ritories to enact a registry law. 'He may
not think the people of a Territory aove

reign over the question of suffrage. Bat
Congress who passed the Kansas-Nebras-

Act, th President who ha endorsed it,
and the Supreme Court which the editor

claims, ha pronounced that Act constitu
tional, all are against him.

Th sections of that Act which de-

fine the qualifications of voters at the first

election, contain the following proviso :

"But th qualification of voter, and of
holding office, at all subsequent elections,

shall be such a shall be prescribed by

the Legislative Assembly."

This Bill has been

th corner-ston- e of the Democratic faith.

The Democrat of Kansas give evident
indications of repudiating it in toto.

OCT Brown county elect 8. A. King-

man, independent, and Nemaha county
CoL Wriht, Republican, neither having
any opposition. - u .; . x ,

A Parallel.
We are told in sacred history of a cer

tain king who had grown mighty, and tall
magnified himself above every god, and by

spoke marvelous things against the God

of sods. He did not regard the God of
fathers, nor any god, for he exalted

himself above all.
That hi power might be felt he erect

an image, and sent an herald abroad
commanding "all people, nation and lan rat

guages," wben tbey beard the music
which he should cause to be played, to
"fall down and worship the image which

bad set up, and whoao should not fall

down and worship, should be cast into

burning, fiery furnace." one
When the king had reached the senith
hi fame, and he .was seated on hi

throne in the palace, he was heard to ex we
for

claim triumphantly : "Is not this great
Babylon, that I have built for the house as
of the kingdom by the might of my pow his

er, and for the honor of my majesty ?" are

Tbe historian continues :

"While the word was in the king's
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven,
saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee
it is spoken; the kingdom ts departed from
thee.

"And they shall dnve thee from men,
and tby dwelling shall be with tbe beasts
of tbe field : they shall make thee to eat in
grass as oxen, and seven times snail pass
over thee, until thou know that the Most 1

High ruletb in the kingdom of men, and
eiveth it to whomsoever he will.

"The same hour was the thing fulfilled
upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driv
en from men, and did eat grass as oxen,
and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, till his hairs were grown like
eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' is

claws."
Four years ago a party was organized

in Kansas, which became prominent, and
before it was driven all opposition. Every
where it was victorious, and it rejoiced in
its power. New men came into it, "who
knew not the God of Abraham," and they,
like Nebuchadnezzar, became oppressive,
intolerant and prescriptive. In time they
set np an tmage, and sent their heralds
abroad commanding all persons to wor-

ship it, else they should be disgraced by
their party. So powerful did they deem
themselves, they imagined that every
thing must fall before them. But in the
midst of their rejoicing the hand writing
appeared on the wall, and the interpreta-
tion followed : "God hath numbered thy
power, and finished it. Thou art weighed
in the scales, and found wanting. Thy
party is divided, and given to the Democ- -

racy." I

6
people snouid worship no other god than
tnai wnicn tney nad set up, yet tne par- -

ty bas been turned out to grass. After
grazing on timothy "until their hairs have
grown like eagles' feathers, and their nails
like birds' claws," we' shall hope to see
them return to the God of their fathers,
and worship none other than Him.

The Tornado.
The storm of Suuday night was far

more severe south and west of us than
here. At Bloomingtou, we learn from
our correspondent houses, trees, and
fences were blown down. Mr. Hallowell's
kitchen, built in the rear of a fine "rough
cast" cottage, was blown to atoms, and
everything in it swept away. The house
belonging to Messrs. Palm fc Munsou,
who were carrying on the blacksmith and
wagon business, was shattered into frag
ments. Mr. Palm, who was in bed at the
time of the demolition, was sent flying into
the air for awhile, and then safely landed
on terra-firm- but too late to rescue his
breeches from the onward sweep of the
wind.

We are also indebted to Mr. W. S.

Wells for the following letter :

Willow Springs, K. T.,
June 20th, 1859.

Ed. IIebald op Fbekdom : 8ib :

Our little villitcrn vrnic vittitAd lnnt nicrht
about nine o'clock, with one of the most
violent storms I have ever witnessed ; it
blew down nearly all the fencing in the
neighborhood no serious damage other
wise at this place, except the end of one
house blown out. 1 have heard from the
surrounding country for some forty miles .
Many houses were prostrated and unroof
ed at Burlingame ; a flash of lightning
struck Bratton's house but no serious
damage was done. Judge Schuyler's and
many other bouses in the neighborhood
were greatly damaged ; at Baldwin City.
one house was blewn down and four of
the family seriously injured ; at Black
Jack I have just learned, there were six
bouses blowu down and unroofed ; at
Bull Creek, several house were blown
down. Since I commenced writing, I
have received a letter from McCamish,
stating that tbe west room of tt. W.
Wells' Hotel was blown down and his
little son was in the room on a trundle
bed under the large bedstead, but he es
caped unhurt The wind was so strong
that Mr. Wells could not stand up : he
made several efforts to get to hi son bat
was blown down, but he finally succeeded
in rescuing him. Esq. Pickering's stable
at Lanefield, was also blown down. Tbe
damage done to the crop is very great,
amounting to thousands of dollars, sev
eral houses were blown down at New Santa
Fe, Mo. I am yours with respect,

W. 8. WELLS.

To

Tbe following letter from the General

Land Office on the subject of
will be peculiarly interesting at this
time: -

Gixkbal Lavd Office.)
August 25, 1858. X

Tb Register and Receiver at Nebraska City.
Gestlimks: A this office has been

repeatedly notified of an erroneous im-

pression which seem to prevail to some
extent among n claimants in
your uiawuis wuuwe cimhu are m cuuwai
and unaajuaicaieo, aeem is proper w j
refer yon to page 9 of "Pre-empti- In- -
tractions," where you will find that

wnere lanoa are in controversy, aou mo i

J testimony ha been submitted to you, such
taauacaiiuui cbwhiukw uui eiwu
controversy ha been finally determined,
ana oraw isaueu w uirecuugpeciai you,

. . . .i j : : i i. 1 l j k iwnai aiapuaiuuu auu m niauo ut mow
No lands of the character mentioned
would be liable to sal at any publio
offering until such special order bad been
received at your office. Respectfully, See..

JOS. a WILSON,
Acting Com. of the G'l Land Office.

. . -- v
The gold news i more encouraging

than ever bat still questionable a to
whether the diggings will prove sufficient

for a large emigration. :

Kr A new packet line of steamers
has been established between Kansas City
nd StJoaeph. ,. e" r . ; . ; .

Baa in Om Cornfield.
Our Illinois exchange contain some

stories as to the damage being done

rata in the central pan of that State.

The Bloomington Pantograph say:
"Farmers from all parts of the country

inform us that their corn has been consid-
erably

to
damaged by rats. Tbe rati dig a

below th stalks and eat the kernels. Mr.
Hefner, who resides in Money Creek
township, killed more than two hundred

a short time ago. He counted his
victims until their number reached two
hundred, when he stopped counting and
continued killing. Welearn that eleven
hundred rat had been killed on Jesse
Funk' farm, and Cyrus J ones informs us
that his first day' work in the rat killing
business was quite successful. He put

hundred and fifty huge fellow out of
misery and intends to favor many more
with tbe same kind of treatment Wben

saw him yesterday he was negotiating
a rat terrier. Jacob Heiser, who live

three miles south of Twin Grove, informs
that the rets have made a 'dead set' at
corn, and that many of his neighbor
in about as bad a fix as himself.

One of his cornfields containing eight
acres, has been fairly riddled by ratfr
some of which he thinks are nearly a
large as yearling kittens. He says the
entire field will not yield a dozen bushels.
His rats are very tame; they come from
the cornfield in the day time, when they
and the weather are dry, and dnnk out of
washtubs in front of bis door. He was

the city yesterday for the purpose of
laying in a stock of ammunition, witn
which he intends to slaughter the long.
tailed animals that grow fat at hlsex- -

penBe.

We also fiid in the Rock ford Register

the following:
Rats. Rats. We learn by the Spring- -

fieed Daily Independent that Logan county
literally overrun with rats. 1 be plague

begins to look as formidable as that whicn
overran Essvpt We hear of one man
who had eighty acre of corn dug up and
devoured by them, and in every direction
their ravages are more or less severely telt
The people are more or less constrained
to offer 100 in premiums, to be paid at
the coming County Fair 450 for the lar- -

gest number killed, $30 for the second,
and $20 for the third. Under this stimu
lant we are told that one man has already
killed nearly one thousand!

Rats breed every six weeks, and their
litters average about a half dozen. At
this rate one pair of parents will produce
the number of eU per annum. A tnous- -

and pair would, therefore, produce 80,000
per annum, f rom what we have seen in
that county, we should think the product
full two millions per annuml We intend
to compete for the biggest prize."

Lawrence is now overrun with them,
and at their rapid' rate of increase, they
bid fair, soon, to prove as much of a pest
here as in Illinois, unless extermination

commences,

Fire-L- oee. S7.300

0n the mornirjg of toe 10th inst. about
4 o'clock, a nre was discovered in tne
east end of the Uarvey Block. 1 be
citizens were called out and and promptly
responded. That part of the block front
ing on Fifth street, was entirely of wood
and was burned to the ground. That
part frontinz on Kansas Avenue was of
stone, and saved by the manly exertion of
several of our citizens, by cutting and
tearing away that part of the wooden
building joining, thereby disconnecting
the fire from the main building. For one
hour and a half the flames rose to the
heizhth of thirty feet above the ruins.
There was sot a particle of air stirring.
Had the wind been bigb, other buildings
would have shared the same fate. Tbe
Topeka House, just across the street from
the fire, was well guarded with wate- r-
Messrs. Whitioe. Thompson, ieiinart,
Cliroenson and others exerted themselves
nobly to save property from the fierce and
fast destroyinz flames. There are others,
probably, who merit as much for having
worked as hard a these whom we nave
named.

Mr. G. W. Meade, who kept a dry goods
store in one room of the block, bad bis
goods removed into tbe street in some
hurry. Time was not given by the excited
persons who kindly undertook the re
moval of Mr. Meade's goods, for tbe
goods to be delivered in shipshape, bat
every one snatched what be could get bis
bands on and bolted. However, no goods
were daraazed. and we are sure that none
were pilfered, as some half dozen ladies
undertook tne task oi overseeing as soon
as they were deposited on the opposite
side of the street from the fire, and they
removed those of fine texture into the
storehouse of Messrs. Murphy & Faros- -

worth. The loss to Mr. barvey is about
So.&OO, of which amount, $4,bUO is cov
ered by insurance in tbe A ma company,

Mr. Morse, who was keeping a hotel in
the building, estimates bis loss at fifteen
hundred dollars.

Mr. U. G. Young lost between three
and four hundred bushels of corn. Sv-
eral hundred dollars worth of liquor was
destroyed.

Messrs. Brannes & Klein, boot and shoe
makers, lost goods to the amount of $50.
A certain young man, on being awakened,
and seeing the names looming up around
him, jumped from bis bed and palled bis
pantaloon over bu bead, instead ol in th
natural way of feet foremost, and jumped
through the window. He was taken
care of. It is thought by some persons
that tbe nre wa the work of an incendi
ary,

Lea OeBee Dectaiea.
In a case presented from Kansas, the

General Lau d Office decides that where
claimant settled on tbe pub

lic land prior to the survey, and after tbe
survey it was found teat bis claim partly
lay in school section, he was entitled
to three month from the receipt of hi
plat embracing the part in the school sec
tion, within which to file for tbe whole
claim.' The ioint resolution of 3d March.
1857. which zrants rights to
certain settler on school section tn nan-

sas. &3., is enlarging in its tendencies, and
increase and extend tbe privileges oi

It should therefore be ad
ministered liberally. The settler could
not divide his filing. He bad to file for
tbe whole claim at the same time. He
did not file within three months after tbe
survey in the field, having settled on the
land before it was surveyed. But thu
nefflect doe not forfeit his rizht for a part
of htM cWum ) on SChOOl section. He

therefore, entitled to tn greatest
of timt allowed by law for filing

for either clasa of the land arastitating
kia claim. The) create! neriod anner.
ttiMt im lh, preni instance, to th por- -

bOD 10 th scnool Mction: and tbe claim
Mt fooi in time for that, be has, in the
opinioa of the office, filed in time.

ChUa Kille ay Baav -
We have never hrd of the ferocity

of rata exemplified so fully a in a case
hich occurred tn Uu city a few day

since. a negro child about tare montn
old. belonging to John Fracier, wa liter
ally killed by them.. The child waa in
bed with it mother, and when she awoke
next moraing. sha found it dead th
rat having eaten- - its feet and leg nearly
cp. It had been attacked by them some
week before, but it mother drove them
off before tbey had don much damage
but thi Urn th child cither mad no
noise, or, if it did, its mother did not
hear Independence, Mo--, JUttsenger.

Greeley's Report.

Gbboobt'b Diooins, near Clear Creek,)
in tbe Rocky Mountains, June 9, '59.(

The undersigned, none of them miners, and
nor directly interested in mining, but now
here for the express purpose of ascertain-

ing and setting forth tbe truth with regard
a subject of deep and general interest, are
to which the widest and wildest diver-

sity of assertion and opinion is known to
exist, unite in the following statement:

We have this day personally visited
nearly all the mines or claims already
opened in thi valley, (that of a little
stream mnnine into Clear Creek at this
point,) have witnessed the operation of
digging, transporting and washing tne
vein-ston- e, (a partially decomposed, or
rotten quartz, running in regular vein
from south-we- st to north-eas- t, between
shattered walls of an impure granite,) ed
have seen the gold plainly visible in the
riffles of nearly every sluice, and in nearly is
every pan of the rotten quarts washed in
our presence; have seen gold, (but rarely) ar
visible to the naked ege, in pieces ol tne
quart not yet fully decomposed, and have no

btaineu from tne lew wno nave already
uices in operation, accounts of their sev

eral products, as follow:
Zeigler, Spain Uo-- ( trom soutn Bend, a

Ind.,) have run a sluice, with some inter-
ruption, for the last three weeks; they are
four in company, with one hired man.

hey have taken out a little over three
thousand pennyweights of gold, esti-
mated, by them, as worth at least $3,000;
their first day's work produced $21; their
highest was $4U5.

Sopris, Henderson & Co., (from Farm-ingto- n,

Ind.,) have run their sluice six days
in all, with four men one to dig, one to
carry, and two to wash; four day last
week produced $bU7. Monday of thi
week, $280; no further reported. They
have iust put in a second sluice, which
only began to run this looming.

Foote & Simmons, (from Chicago,) one
sluice, run four days; two former days
produced $w, two latter promised us, but
not received.

s Sc Co., (from South Bend, Ind.,)
have run a sluice eight days, with the fol-

lowing results: first day, $66; second day,
$80; third day, $95; fourth day, $305;
(the four following days were promised
us, but, by accideut, failed to be received.)
Have just sold half their claim, (a full
one, 5') feet by 100.) for $2,500,

Shear & Co., (from Fort Calhoun, Ne-
braska,) have run one sluice two hours the
first (part of a) day, produced $30; sec
ond (first full) day. 343; third, (to-day- ,)

$o!0; all taken from within three feet of
tbe surface; wideued to eighteen inches,
at a depth of three feet

lirown St Uo., urom lie &.alb Do., Ind.,)
have been one week on their claim, car-

rying their dirt for half a mile; have
worked their sluice a day aud a half pro
duced $260; have taken out quarts speci-
mens containing from 50 cents to $13
each in gold; vein from eight feet to ten
feet wide.

Ca.ito, Kendall & Co., (from Butler Co.,
Iowa,) reached Denver, March 25th;
drove the first wagons to these diggins;
have been here five weeks, worked first
on a claim on which they run a sluice but
one day produced $225; sold their claim
for $2,500; are now working a claim on
the Hunter lead; have ouly sluiced one
day, three men employed, produced $85;

Colman, King & Co., one sluice, run
half a day, produced $75.

Shorts & Collier Bought our claims
seven da v since, of Casto, Kendall & Co.,
for $2,500; $oUU down and tbe balance
as fast as taken out Have not yet got
our sluices in operation. Mr. Dean, from
Iowa, on the 6th inst, washed from a sin-

gle pan of dirt taken from the claim, $17,
80. Have been offered $10,000 for the
claim.

S. G. Jones & Co., from Eastern Kansa- s-
Have run our sluices two dsys, with three
men; yield $Z& per day. iniuk the
quartz geueratly, in thi vicinity, is gold
bearing. Have never seen a piece crushed
that did not yield gold.

A. P. Wright Sc Co., from Elkhart Co.,
Iud. Sluice but just in operation; have
not yet ascertained it products. Uur
claim prospects from twenty-fiv- e cents to
$1,25 to the pan.

John 11. uregory, irora uoroon uo.,
Georgia. Left borne last season en routs
for Frazer River; was detained by a suc
cession of accidents at Ft Laramie, and
wintered there. Meanwhile heard of the
discovery of gold on the South Platte,
and started ou a prospectiug tour on the
eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains
early in January. Prospected in almost
every valley from Cache La Poudrt creek
to Pike's Peak, tracing many streams to
their sources. Early in May arrived on
Clear Creek, at tbe foot of the mountains.
30 miles south-ea- st of this place. There
fell in with the Defrees & Zeigler Indiana
companies, and William Fouts, of Mis-
souri. We all started op Clear Creek pros
pecting. Arrived in this vicinity May 6;
the ice and snow prevented us from pros-
pecting far below the surface, but the first
pan of surface dirt, on the original claim,
yielded $4. Encouraged by this success
we all Slaked out claims, found the "lead"
consisting of burnt quartz, resembling tbe
Georgia mines, in which I bad previ-

ously worked. Suow and ice prevented
tbe regular working oi tne ieaa im may
16th. From then until tbe 23d I worked
it five days, with two band, result, $972.
Soon after I sold my two claim for $21,- -

000. the oartiea buying to pay me. after
deducting their expenses, all they takeT
from the claim to tbe amount of $500 per
week until the whole is paid. Sine that
time I have been prospecting for other
parties at about $200 per day. Have
struck another lead on the opposite side
of the valley, from which I washed $14
out of a single pan.

Some forty or buy sluices commenced,
an not yet in operation; but the owner
inform us that their "prospecting" shows
from 10 cent to $5 to the pan. A tbe
"leads" are all (band on the hills, many
of the miner are constructing trenches to
carry water to tbem, instead of building
their sluices in their ravine, and carrying
the dirt thither in wagons, or sacks.
Many persons who have come hare with
out provisions or money, are compelled to
work as common laborers, at from $1 to
$3 per day and board, until they can pro-
cure means of sustenance for the time nec-
essary to prospecting, building sluices, etc.
Others, not finding gold tbe third day, or
disliking the work necessary to obtain it,
leave th mines in disgust, after very
short trial, declaring there is no gold here
in paying quantities. It should be re
membered that the discoveries made thus
far, are the result of but five weeks'
labor. .,..,..

In nearly every instance, the gold is
estimated, by the miners, as worth $20.00
per ounce, which, for gold collected by
quicksilver, is certainly a high valuation,
though thi is undoubtedly of very great
punty. lha reader can reduca tbe esti-
mate if he sees fit W have no data on
which to act in th premises.

Th wall-roc- k is generally hattred, so
that it, like th veinstone, is readily taken
out with tbe pick and shovel Inasiogl
instance only did we hear of wall-roc-k too
hard for this.

Of the veinstone, probably not more than
one-ha-lf iso decomposed that th gold
can be washed from it. The residue of
the qualtx is shoveled out of the sluices,
and reserved to be crushed and washed
hereafter. The miners estimate this as
equally rich with that which has "rotted"
so that the gold may be washed from it;
hence, that tbey realise, a yet, but half
th gold dag by tbem. i his seems prob-
able, bat its truth remains lo be tested.

It should b born ia mind that, while

the miner here now labor under
obvious disadvantages, which must M..I
pear with the growth of their experience

the improvement of their now rude
machinery, tbey at the same time enioy
advantage which cannot be retained ia.
definitely, nor rendered universal. The

all working very near a small mountain
stream, which affords them sn excellent
supply of water for washing at a very
cheap rate; and, though such streams an
very common nere,tbe leads stretch overruggy. hills and considerable mountain,
down which the vein-ston- e must be car-
ried to water, at a serious cost It dm.
not seem probable that the thonn.
claim already made or being mads on
these leads can be worked so profitably in

mueo aueeuy in operation.
We hear already of nanv who hava ainl

theirclaim for days (by panning) with
ont having "raised the color," as the phru

that is, without having foun4 ...
gold whatever. We presume thorn....

destined to encounter lasting and 0ttn
uuwppninimeni, quaru veins which beam

gold being a prominent feature of the
geology of all this region.

We cannot conclude this statement
without protesting most earnestly agi,t

renewal of the infatuation which im-
pelled thousand to rush to this region a
month or two since, only to turn back be-

fore reaching it, or to hurry away imms- -
diately after, more hastily than thev, ,

came-fiu i :
uvm-iuiuiu- g to uuaiueaa wdicq emi
nently requires of it votaries capital, ex-
perience, energy, endurance, and in which
the highest qualities do not always com
mand success. There may be hundred.
of ravines as rich in gold as that in which
we write, ana mere probably are mint;
but, up to this hour, we do not know that
any such hat been discovered. There irt
said to be five thousand people already
in this ravine, and buudreds more ouriiig
into it daily. Ten of thousands more
have been passed by us on our rapid jour-ne- y

to this place, or heard of as on their
way hither by other routes. For all these,
nearly every pound of provisions and
supplies of every kind must be hauled hy
teams from tbe Missouri river, some 7t0
mile distant, over road which are mere
trails, crossing countless unbriJged wate-
rcourses, always steep-banke- and often
miry, and at times so swollen by rams u
to be utterly impassible by wagons. Part
of this distance is a desert, yielding grM,
wooa ano water only at intervals of

miles, and than very scantily. To
attempt to cross this desert nn foot it
madness suicide murder. To crosi it
with teams in midsummer, when the
water-cours- are mainly dry, and the
grass eaten up, is possible to those only
who know just where to look for grass and
water, and where water must be carried
along to preserve life. A few nionlhi
hence probably by the middle of Octo-
ber this whole Alpine region will be
snowed under and'frozen up, so as to put
a stop to tbe working of sluices, if not to
mining altogether. There, then, for a pe-

riod of at least six mouths, will be neither
employment food, nor shelter withiu five

hundred miles for tbe thousands pressing
hither under the delusion that gold may
be picked up here like pebbles ou the

e, and tbat when they arrive ber,
even though without provisions or money,
their fortunes are made. Great disap-

pointment, great suffering, are inevitable;
few can escape the latler who arrive at
Denver City after September without am-

ple means to support them in a very dear
country, at least through a long winter.
We charge those who manage the tele-
graph not to diffuse a part of our state-

ment without giving substantially the
whole; and we beg the press generally
to unite with us in warning the whole
people against another rush to these gold-

mines, as as that of last spring
a rush sure to be followed, like that, by

a stampede; but one far more destructive
of property and life. Respectfully,

HORACE GREELEY,
A. D. K1CIIAHD&OS,

. HENRY VILLAED.

Bedocdoa of Mall Berries.
We see it stated that the Postmaster

General contemplates reducing the mail
service between Jefferson City and Lex-

ington to three time a week. W are
sorry to learn this fact, as a daily mail is

as much needed on that rout a any ws
know of, and our representatives should

at once counteract this movement if pos-

sible.
The object is to reduce the expenses of

the department, but we think to do this
the Postmaster should strike at tbe big
leaks. For instance, w have two over-

land route to California, on of tbem
the Southern cost 600,000 dollars, yet
it is almost useless so far a carrying
mails i concerned, as it i well knowu
nearly all tbe letters and papers go by the
Isthmus. So far as tbe accommodation
of the people and business of the coun-

try is concerned, it would be a much let
detriment to them to stop this Southern
route than even to curtail the services
between Jefferson City and Lexington,
and then there would be a handsome
item of money saved, whereas, th sav-

ing on the Lexington route would, at most,
amount to but a few thousand dollars.
Independence Mo., Messenger.

'Th Dlsutot Oewrt.

A few days ago the Court passed upoa
a subject that is of some interest to a cor-ta- iu

class of people here. .

It will be recollected that the Legisla
ture of last winter passed an act cuttibg
off the right of action upon liabilities con-

tracted out of the Territory, if tbst right

of action had accrued two year before the
commencement of the suit It was mads

to take effect immediately upon its
and was intended for the protection

of those who had been ruined in tbe crash

of 1857, and were disposed to remove
west with a view of securing for them-

selves and families a home.
The Court decided that, inasmuch si

the act took effect immediately, it would

be no bar to action which would bar
survived had it not been passed, but int-

imated that it would apply to contracts
mad subsequent to it passage. So tbat,

so far a this district is concerned, tbe

question is settled. .trap. Ledger.

(T Dr. Geo sok B. Wihship, said to

be a man of extraordinary physical po

era, made two attempts in Boston tt
other evening ts lecture for the first time

before an audience, but on each occasion

became so tremulous tpd faint as to U
compelled to Uke bis seat, after ulterir j

few word. Thi man, who, before tbe

publio gate, became as weak almost a ,n

infant, is described, by th Atlas, prob-

ably the strongest man in tbe world. U'
can lift 926 pound with hi naked band.

Xaual(taea. .

A large number of families have pss
through the city within the past week,

intending to settle in the Territory. Tbey

are mostly from Indian, Illinois and

Ohio, having been pioneer in those Siii
and seeking again new home in a "
country. Kanta City Journal of
tncj'ce. - - -

(KrThe Peophi f the 8outb PUt
have elected delegates to the Ka
Constitutional Convention, and out of

population a little rising 1,000, over 9w
have petitioned for annexation.

-
h .t ,

he Washington Constitution .T,:

"The General Land Office is prep""!'
. ...... r- - U- - t m Af Afrtlfld IB

AiAn.l. nnAr lha Wnilntl irestf '
1855.".. 'i ig-r- : V'- - :J- -


